
3 . The Rapid Expansion Model (high projection, Figure 6) 

This third view o f th e future population is a much more 
e xpanded growth picture than that of the past growth trends 
of the oth e r t wo proj e ction models. Based on recent ev e nts 
a n d oth e r factors not e d below p it is suggested that this is 
the p rojection mode l most likely to be the Cornelius and 
Da vid so n of the future. This model would call for continued 
in d u s trial growth along the lines of that since 1960, resi­
de ntial developm e nt on a more accelerated basis in the Lake 
No rm a l vicinity and within the town limits and fringe areas, 
and exp a nde d interest in the Planning Area as a IIbedroom 
communityll for Charlotte. ' Cornelius would grow to 1 , 757 in 
1 9 70; 2,008 in 1980; and 2,138 persons by 1987. Davidson 
would r a nge fr om 3,214 in 1970; 4,133 in 1980; to 4,694 by 
1987. DeWeese Township in this model would be at 5,697 per­
so ns in 1970; 6,698 in 1980; and 7 , 186 in 1987. The IIFringe 
and Planning Area" projections given in Appendix F relates 
t o this model also. As shown , the number of people resulting 
from this type of growth occur within the Planning Area and 
wou l d grow from the current estimates of 5,863 persons to 
6 , 369 by 1970; 7,818 by 1980; and 8,668 by 1987. 

Some o f the major factors that point to a future of the 

Ra p i d Expansion Model for Cornelius and Davidson are: 

Re c ent and continuing industrial location. As 
mentioned earlier in this report , there has been 
considerable industry that has located in the Plan­
ning Area since 1960. Business trends in the state 
are favorable and there appears to be particular 
interest from industrial leaders in locating in and 
around Charlotte and the Mecklenburg County area . 
Sizable firms have annou n ced their intentions to 
locate in the area very re c ently , and both the state 
and county have active industr i a l recruit i ng programs. 

Growth potential from the Lake Norman area. Develop­
ment here has already begun , and interv iews with 
local leaders indicate interest is developing in the 
lake as a residential, recreational , and retirement 
attraction to many more peop l e. 

The nearness to the Charlotte urban area as a resi­
dential attraction. Americans ha v e be c ome famous for 
their willingness to commute cons derab l e distan c es 
from home to work if the y fi n d a resident i a l environ­
ment to their l iking outside the ci t y where they work . 
As prime resident i al area is exhausted nearer Charlotte 
and the highway system is i mpro v ed, it i s onl y natural 
that more rapid growth is immine n t from this source. 
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